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2008 proved to be a difficult year with the transition from ACU&S to ECB ACO, however, Surrey continued to offer Courses to its inhabitants (and, in some cases, further afield – with one student from Australia!!!).
This report will start with Courses held from September through until the present. Previously to that we were still under the ACU&S and were not really functioning as SCBACO.

The 4 Associations Training Officers and Tutors met in November to discuss the winter’s Courses and this proved a very significant meeting. I believe that it was the first time that all 4 Associations tutors had met together in one place – a staggering fact given the amount of training that has been undertaken by them over the past 25+ years.
This meeting provided a base for the future and it is my intention to meet at least once a year to discuss training matters. Relationships were established at this meeting and led to several cases of tutors visiting/helping out on other Association’s Courses. We need to establish this cross-over as the norm and encourage tutors to extend themselves outside of their own local environment.
Intermediate Course

This was devised as a stopgap measure to try and help out those students who had passed Level 1 (GL6) in January but who had yet to be offered a place on the Level 2 Course. The syllabus was base on the GL5 Revision Course that several Associations had run over a number of years and, although there was no exam, it did enable 26 students to extend their knowledge of umpiring.
West Surrey had 7 students attending
East Surrey had 12 students attending
Croydon had 7 students attending
Farnham did not run this course
Level 2 - umpire
We were asked, in January, to supply names of potential candidates for the Level 2 Courses that were held in Feb/March 2009. Through the efficiency of the Training Officers of the 4 Associations we were able to put forward 20 names for the Level 2 Umpiring Courses. In the event this turned out to be the highest number of nominations from any county in the Region & country and we were congratulated by Nick Cousins for our efficiency and promptness.

In the event 3 of our nominations were accepted for the course at Drummer – Andrew Elliott, David Parnell and John Lane.

For the second course held at Lord’s 3 umpires attended.

However, due to the numbers submitted over the whole Region (54) Nick has arranged a further Course to be held at Cranleigh School, over the same weekend. Invitations have been sent out to all Surrey nominations.

At the February meeting of the SBCACO it was agreed that we (SCBACO) would help with the student’s expenses to attend the Level 2 Courses. The student would be expected to pay the ECBACO Course fee of £50 but we would help with the other expenses. ECB ACO pays for the accommodation, meals during the day and we would contribute towards transport to and from the venue and towards an evening meal. Full details of the exact arrangement can be had from the Secretary.
Level 1 – scorer

No courses held – ECB ACO only offer correspondence courses at this level.

Level 2 – scorer

We had two nominations for the Teddington Course held in March.

Scorebook entry – scorer

West Surrey offered their 3 week scorebook entry course which is taking place at this very moment .

Level 2 Tutors Training

Several courses were held during the Autumn and our Region was well represented, although Surrey only had one representative – Graham Cooper.

However, further courses will be run and Surrey will get its fair allocation of tutors.

It would appear that Level 2 Courses will be run centrally, as opposed to the ACU&S system of local Associations running them. How this will pan out in the future, I do not know, but I would envisage the centrally run system becoming the norm, at least, for the time being.
Level 1 - umpire
All 4 Associations ran a Level 1 this winter, with record numbers all round.

East Surrey led the way with 41 students (inc. the Everest Party who were aiming to play cricket on Everest!!!!). This course also included the Australian member mentioned earlier.

Course tutors were: Andrew Etherington (TO): John Smith: Jeremy Beckwith: John Moulton: with Colin Wilson, Matt Johnson and Brian Hurn from Croydon assisting.

Nick Cousins dropped in for the Sunday sessions and other visitors included Lorraine Elgar, Graham Cooper and Steve Hodge.

The Exam (Feb 24) saw 37 students attend with 25 passes

2 exams were run by David Edwards and Graham Cooper

Croydon had 22 students – again, a record figure for them.
Course tutors were: Colin Wilson (TO): Brian Hurn: Ian Turner: Matt Johnson: Lorraine Elgar: Geoff Knight: Graham Cooper.
The Exam (March 16) saw 18 students attend with 14 passes.
The exam was run by Andrew Etherington

West Surrey had 17 students – not a record but par for the course.

Course tutors were Trevor Woodage (TO): Mike Brunavs

The Exam (March 5) saw 15 students attend with  9 passes.

The exam was run by Trevor Woodage
Farnham had 15 students – again, a record

Course tutors were: John Gray (TO): 

The Exam (March 3) saw 13 students attend with 11 passes

The exam was run by Trevor Woodage
Summary

No.of students
=
95
No.of exams
=
83
No.of passes
=
59 (71%)

A re-sit Exam date has been set for April 21st at Surrey Cricket School at Burpham and all those who failed the exam have/will be asked if they wish to take the exam again.

Introduction to Umpiring Courses
This is the short course aimed at players, coaches, parents, colts’ managers who want to know a little bit about the Laws and umpiring. It is roughly a 2.5 hour course that does not offer a qualification but, it is hoped that those attending will go on and attend the Level 1 course next winter.

West Surrey – to date- have arranged 9 courses
East Surrey – to date – have arranged 1 course

Croydon – to date – have arranged 4 courses

Farnham – to date – have arranged 1 course

These Courses are widely advertised by Chris Bullen and every club/league in the county are notified of these courses and it is hoped that these numbers will increase as time goes by.
The course costs are not borne by the tutor or local Association – the club/league pays a standard £50 fee which goes to the tutor(s) running the session. This is only right since our tutors give up a lot of their time to run the Level 1’s and to add extra work, with no reward, with these Introduction Courses would be unfair. The tutors are extremely professional in what they do and to provide this facility free of charge is not acceptable, especially in these days of high petrol costs. I liken it to coaching – coaches are paid for their expertise and so why shouldn’t umpire tutors.
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All the above has only been achieved through the hard work done by the Training Officers and their tutors. Without their commitment to the cause there would be nothing for me to report and I thank them for all their efforts.

It has not been an easy ride to get this far but I feel that we now have a much clearer picture of how the ECB ACO will operate in the future and I can only see the picture getting better as we move on. And, move on, we must. It is easy to compare what we have now with what we had in the past, and we all know that the past always looks rosier in hindsight. Things are not perfect, that we all know, but Nick and his team are learning all the time and given our support they will get it right – so please give them every chance to do so.
I would also like to thank the SCBACO Committee for their help during this time. They have spent many hours listening to my thoughts and theories and have always been most supportive. I hope that my contribution to these meetings will lessen as time goes by and that we can concentrate more on matters that affect the rest of our members, not just those new umpires at training courses.

Graham Cooper

SCBACO Education Officer
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