
SACO – CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR AGM  –  18th MARCH 2019 

It has been a busy year as Chairman of The SACO. The new law code last year meant a great deal of 
training for tutors, of which I am one, and I thank all the Tutor team in Surrey for diligently working 
to deliver quality education to new umpires and scorers. The committee continue to work 
exceptionally hard and set standards that are used around the country as examples of good practice. 
I thank each one of them for their hard work, it has been a pleasure and a privilege to serve as 
Chairman for the last 4 years.  
 
We as a committee also remain grateful to the Surrey Cricket Foundation, and Simon Hards in 
particular for their ongoing financial and marketing support for our activity. 
 
I would also like to express our thanks to Ashtead CC for permitting the use of their clubhouse for 
our meetings, and their unfailing hospitality. 
 
With Paul Harrison I arranged an Umpire Hawkeye Experience at Lords for 15 SACO Umpires on April 
21 2018. 
I attended a First Class and List D / MCCA Umpire Seminar at Warwick for a day in March 2018. 
The Newsletter was completed and circulated to all members in Spring 2018. 
 
I met with Simon Hards to discuss the SCF grant for the next financial year, and setting a budget that 
will allow SCF to market our courses. I will be writing to SCF after this meeting to formalise our 
application. This grant was approved and the payment made, which allows us to continue our 
training activity and upgrade our IT equipment to run the new video presentations. 
 
Paul Bridge worked with me and David Walter to hand over the Treasurer duties and Bank Mandate 
authority. This is now completed and Dave has worked diligently as Treasurer. 
 
I have attended several meetings of County ACO Chairmen regarding the Regional Chairman Position 
and job description that was provided. I declined to apply for the Regional Chairman position as the 
job description was too great a workload for me to take on. 
 

Performance, Accreditation and Training are undergoing a National Review after the first  Winter 

training the new Laws with on line learning. The lessons learned will be used in the training 

programmes now running. 

I have had challenging family circumstances, with our family going through a legal process to 
become Special Guardians for our then 3 month old nephew due to my sister in law’s illness. That 
process is now complete, but our new circumstances mean I can no longer create the time to carry 
out my duties as Chairman.. I have fallen somewhat behind in these duties in recent months. I offer 
my apologies and sincere thanks to all committee members and officers for their diligent work and 
support. I am sure the SACO will continue to work hard to recruit, train, develop and appoint the 
best officials to the appropriate matches  in the future. 
 

Matt Johnson.   4th March  2019. 


