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I am pleased to present my first annual Chair’s report. It has been interesting taking over the 

reins and getting involved in Regional and National activities.  My thanks to Matt for helping 

me to prepare for the year and being a source of guidance as I settled in. 

There are two main aspects to the role; locally and national.  Locally we have a strong team 

who work diligently at their roles and are very efficient and effective in the fulfilling them.  

Nationally we are in a transition phase, which is both disruptive and exciting.  I have been to 

a number of regional and national meetings where the new ECB ACO strategy has been 

trailed, discussed and now published.  For those wanting more details a fuller report will 

appear in the Newsletter that will be published prior to the season, but in summary there is 

a big drive to get more officials (umpires and scorers) and some interesting initiatives in the 

women, junior and minority community areas that should help in achieving what are very 

ambitious targets over the next five years. 

We as a committee remain grateful to the Surrey Cricket Foundation, and Simon Hards in 

particular, for their ongoing financial and marketing support for our activity. 

Beyond business as usual, in support of the national strategy we undertook a SWOT analysis 

early last summer.  Encouragingly our position mirrors the nation position and, in addition 

to continuing doing the things we do well, we have started looking at ways to address 

weaknesses.  To support this work during the next year we are likely to co-opt people to fill 

a couple of roles “Women & Girls Lead” and “Young Officials Lead”, if these roles establish 

themselves we may look to add them to the committee formally at next year’s AGM. 

Another area of work that I have been involved in on behalf of the SACO is the setting up of 

the new Surrey Junior Cricket Championship (SJCC) which is bringing together all of the 

junior cricket in the county.  As part of this work it has been decided to formalise the Laws 

and playing conditions for the different levels of cricket.  There will be three levels of laws in 

use in the SJCC; a simple form for entry level cricket, a basic level for the younger juniors 

and the Full Laws as appropriate for one day, single innings, over limit junior cricket.  This is 

going to be explained in more detail over the coming month but please be aware of this 

change. 

As part of the ECB strategy there is a move to “The right Official for the right match” which 

includes getting young cricketers to umpire matches of their younger peers.  The Laws as to 

be used in the SJCC competitions will provide us with a framework to develop new training 

stages for novices (youngsters or parents) below the current Stage 1 training.  It is hoped 

that this will provide a less daunting path for people to becoming umpires. 

At last year’s AGM I was challenged, as treasurer at the time, as to what the SACO planned 

to do with its significant financial reserves.  Now that we have completed two year’s training 

using the new model, Jeremy has provided projections of our expenditure for the coming 

years.  Included in this are two initiatives to benefit the members of the SACO: firstly we will 

be providing subsidies training opportunities including Hawk Eye Experiences and 

Professional Development events (more details to follow).  The second initiative is the 
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setting up a fund to support local social events or training initiatives.  We feel that having an 

opportunity to meet with other umpires and share experiences is a good way to support 

umpires.  We have set aside a fund of £1,000 to support these events, if you would like to 

coordinate one of these events please contact me and we can discuss the practicalities. 
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