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REPORT FROM David Brown, County Education Officer, Surrey ACO 

Face to Face courses return 

Due to the pandemic, planning for the 2022 training season was undertaken with a lot of uncertainty as we didn’t know if we 

would actually be able to run face to face courses and even if we could whether there be the demand to attend an indoor 

event.  Despite this I felt we needed to plan to run some courses but look to hold the courses as late as possible before the 

2022 season.  This meant courses weren’t available for booking until mid-October but a steady flow of bookings has been 

seen.  This has included a number of bookings from people had registered for Stage One online following promoting our 

courses to c900 people from this new mailing list. 

 

Then in December the Omicron variant spread across the country and for a while it seemed we may have to cancel some or 

all of our courses.  Thankfully the position has improved and we started our courses on schedule in mid-February.  At the 

time of writing we have over 90 people signed up for our 8 courses, 4 x Stage One and 4 x Stage Two, a very healthy average 

of 11 people per course.  Having spoken with the other counties in London region we are running the most courses across 

the region and have a lot more bookings.  

3 of the Stage One courses have already been completed successfully. 

 

Are You Ready to Call Play – new on-field Training event for new umpires 

The ECB ACO have rolled out nationally a new training event, which looks to help the transition of a new umpire from 

attending a Stage One/Two course to calling “Play” on the field.  This is an On-field training event going through all the pre 

match duties from arriving at the ground.  We already have one event planned for Sunday 24 April at Old Woking CC and will 

be taking this concept one step further by giving new umpires to opportunity stand for at least a few overs in a match.   

 

In addition at Old Woking we are looking to give new scorers an opportunity to score and help both type of officials to 

understand the importance of teamwork by the third team of a match.   

 

We are considering running another event further East in the county. 

 

Online Training 

The free Stage One Online course remains available albeit demand is understandably a lot lower than the early days of 

lockdown. The Surrey Cricket Foundation (SCF) has organised a spring umpiring and scoring challenge across Surrey, which 

includes some prizes including free T20 tickets and coaching kit to the club who have the most people who complete either 

course.  We ran 2 Stage Two Online courses last year as we weren’t able to run face to face courses.  Whilst this course 

remains an option our preference is to run this course face to face as it generates more interaction between tutors and 

participants aiding learning.   

 

Stage Three  

We run this course in-conjunction with Kent ACO, albeit we have taken the lead in running the course in recent years.  

However, Kent were keen to run the course this year and they are running a course at Addington, Kent over 2 days at end of 

March and early April.  The course was promoted to suitable candidates in Surrey and pleased to advise 10 of the 17 

attendees are from Surrey, with another person from Surrey booking onto the course Middlesex ACO are running.  One of our 

tutors Jeremy Beckwith has accepted a request from Kent to help deliver the course.   

 

CPD Event – Managing Conflict – April 2022 

We were approached by Mark Williams of Middlesex ACO and a former National Panel umpire whether we would like him to 

run a Managing Conflict learning event for League panel umpires.  He has already run this event in Middlesex, with good 

feedback from the attendees.  We are running this event at Wimbledon CC at end of April and it has been promoted to the 3 

league panels in Surrey.  We are aiming for 50+ attending. 

 

 

 



Saco Ceo Report For Agm Mar 2022 

Education Officer role 

I have offered to stand for another year in this position, which will be my fifth year.  However, I am unlikely to stand in 2023 

as I feel it will be the right time for someone new to take on the role with new ideas.  In addition I have an increasing number 

of family commitments.  If you come from a Teaching or Training background and are interested in the role please let me 

know and I would be happy to give an overview of the role. 

 

Thanks to Surrey Cricket Foundation and our tutors 

I would like to thank the Surrey Cricket Foundation (SCF) and in particular Mark Babb for their continued support in 

promoting our courses via their club networks and social media.  From speaking with other counties the support we receive 

from SCF is unparalleled. 

 

My report would not be complete without thanking our skilled tutors for their continued support that enables us to run a 

large number of courses across the county.  In addition this year they have had to contend with running courses in the COVID 

climate.  Surrey ACO are indebted to them.  

 

The coming season 

In closing I have been seen a lot of enthusiasm from the people attending our courses and I hope they will be able umpire a 

number of matches as they either start or continue their umpiring journey.  If you umpire with or observe some of these 

people please encourage them, share knowledge, tips and help them overcome any initial challenges.   

 


