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How things change from one year to the next.  In 2020 the SACO almost went into hibernation 

because we were not allowed to do anything, and the ECB ACO were leading on 

communication and guidance.   In2021, the ECB ACO started a major change that will take us 

to a much better place in terms of pathway and diversity which has made them much quieter 

than in 2020.  Meanwhile the SACO awoke from hibernation and is offering a full training 

program in spring 2022. 

The ECB and ECB ACO restructuring is very radical, with many posts being made redundant to 

allow the new structure to be established.  The new ECB structure includes an Officiating 

department including both professional and recreational officials.  The posts are being filled 

top down. David Elworthy starts as Senior Manager Recreational Officiating, which is 

effectively the head of the ECB ACO, at the end of March.  I am optimistic that the results of 

these changes will be very positive, but I suspect that it will be another year before we start 

to see any real fruit.  For the last year Les Clemenson, ECB ACO Chair, and various other 

members of ECB staff have been keeping things ticking over.  Its been a little bumpy, but as 

they are doing the work in addition to their days jobs, its not surprising that things are taking 

longer than usual.  In the meantime the SACO keeps doing what we have always done. 

At the 2021 AGM I reported that the SACO feel that having an opportunity to meet with other 

umpires and scorers to share experiences is a good way to support each other.  We set aside 

a fund of £1,000 to support these events, but as yet no one has approached me with any idea.  

The fund is still available in 2022 and we would very much like to spend it on appropriate 

activities. 

The first half of the year was quite quiet, but we were grateful to gradually move back towards 

normal on the field activities.  Off the field a number of initiatives have moved forward, if 

slowly: 

• Concussion protocols – Although there is ECB guidance on how and whether to 

remove players from matches for their own safety as a result possible concussion, 

there is no guidance on ‘replacements’.  I have approached all of the senior leagues, 

but have received a disappointing response or lack of response.  Whilst on TV you will 

see replacements who can take an active part as batter or bowler, in the club game 

any replacement is only a substitute and hence cannot bat or bowl. 

• Young officials training – in close cooperation with the Surrey Cricket Foundation we 

have planned and started to delivery Young Officials training.  As part of this program, 

we have trained some of the Surrey Coaching team to be able to deliver basic umpiring 

and scoring training.  Although plans were in place for the delivery of face to face 

training in 2021, permission to gather indoors did not come early enough to allow 

practical activities in 2021, so all programs has been postponed to 2022.  There are 

current over 60 people signed up for the courses in 2022. 

• We provided online officials training to four women, four people from the disabilities 

community and 66 people from the SJCC during April & May 2021. 
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• In terms of professional development, we have booked two Hawkeye sessions and a 

Managing Conflict session. 

In the light of Graham Coopers change of circumstances in early 2021 “Cooper cards” became 

unavailable.  A number of us investigated what alternatives are available.  I have to admit that 

I found it an interesting exercise to think about what I wanted to record on an Umpires Overs 

card.  David Brown identified a number of online sources of overs card which can be found 

on the web site.  Early this year Ian Humphrey contacted me with an offer to facilitate the 

availability of Cooper cards. The cards are now available for shipping and a payment system 

has been devised. Thirty umpires have paid and their cards posted to them successfully. 

Twenty-six Surrey Championship Panel umpires have ordered supplies that will be delivered 

at the pre-season meeting.  Contact has been made with surrounding counties and orders 

received from Middlesex and Sussex.  We are also giving out a few cards to those attending 

face-to-face courses this spring as an example of good record keeping. 

This has been a sad year with the passing of a number of long standing and influential umpires 

and scorers including Christopher Henderson, Michael Carr and Bernard Wright.  We are 

grateful for their service. 

I continue to be grateful for the support of the Committee who work very hard on your behalf.  

Particular thanks to Martyn Holloway-Neville who is standing down this year, but only after 

delivering the spring training program. 

From a personal point of view, I need to acknowledge that I have moved from being a semi-

retired person with plenty of time on my hands to a childminding grandparent.  I am happy 

to continue as Chair but will not be able to do as many additional activities as I have in 

previous years. 

Dave Walter  

Chair SACO, March 2022 


