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Introduction 
This was my fifth season as your SACO County Appointments Officer and a return to something more 
like (but not quite) normality than was seen the previous year.  

The ECB restored its National Club Championship Knock-out competition in 2021 but with it being 
restricted mainly to Premier League clubs. This inevitably meant there were fewer appointments of 
Surrey umpires to games than in previous seasons. Matches abandoned due to the persistent rain 
that we were blighted with this season proved to be a major headache when it came to re-arranging 
appointments at short notice. For several reasons, the timely payment of umpire expenses by the 
ECB for this and other ECB competitions proved problematic. This was very frustrating for all 
concerned and it required me to raise numerous queries with ECB about outstanding payments. This 
was a national issue hindered by the exodus of ACO staff during the year and several umpires did not 
receive payments until late November.  

The Surrey CCC Performance Department confirmed their intention to repeat last season’s practice 
of coaches umpiring the vast bulk of performance matches. However, I continued to appoint 
umpires for County Age-Group matches (boys and girls) against other counties and inter-county 
games in the older age-groups (14+ and over). 

Appointment of umpires were made during the summer to 4 schools in Surrey: Hampton, KCS 
Wimbledon, St. John’s Leatherhead and RGS Guildford. All schools settled their invoices promptly 
allowing me to reimburse most umpires by the end of September.  

The same cannot be said for some of the University fixtures which, as usual, were the most 
problematic to organise. Very late requests for umpires for matches (sometimes the day before the 
game) combined with issues around parking fines (where umpires had not been told of the need to 
obtain a parking permit at one ground) and late (or non) payment of fees being among the problem. 
Two umpires never received payment for one University T20 match and the SACO committee 
subsequently agreed to make a “hardship payment” of £30 each to the two umpires from the SACO 
account.  I will seek payment from the said University before agreeing to appoint further umpires.  

I was also asked to appoint umpires to the Surrey Slam finals days and to some (but not all) of Surrey 
Junior Championship Finals days. A post-season meeting with the Surrey Cricket Foundation agreed 
that SACO should become the default provider of such services in future.   

Regular circulars were sent out (27 in total across the season) to all SACO umpires during the season 
to advertise clubs and schools that had approached me for help sourcing umpires.  

I would like to thank all those SACO members who made themselves available for the wide range of 
games that we are asked to appoint umpires. Feedback was almost universally positive indicating 
that our services continue to be valued.  

John Flatley, Surrey ACO, County Appointments Officer 
10th March 2022 


