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Surrey ACO AGM Minutes 2024

Meeting Date 	Monday 11 March 2024
Location:	Ashtead CC at 8 pm
Present:
A total of 38 members attended the Surrey ACO Annual General Meeting including the following committee members: Dave Walter (DW) – Chairman; Stuart Todd (ST) – Secretary; Jeremy Beckwith (JB) – Treasurer; Graeme Hall (GHa) – Development Officer; John Flatley (JF) – Appointments Officer; Heather Dean (HD) – Safeguarding Officer; Sally Keith (SK) – Female Officials; Paul Stroud (PS) – Webmaster.

Others: Stephen Maguire (SM) – co-opted Education Officer and Seb Egan (SE) co-opted Scoring Officer.

Apologies:
Apologies were received from 26 Surrey ACO members including committee member John Gray (JG) – Farnham District.

	Minute No.
	Item
Welcome

	1
	The Chairman welcomed everyone and asked for apologies for absence.

	
	Apologies for absence

	2
	The secretary presented 26 apologies for absence.

	
	Minutes of the 2023 AGM (13 Mar 2023) and matters arising

	3
	The minutes of the 2023 AGM were approved.

	4
	There were no matters arising.

	
	Officers’ reports - Chairman

	5
	DW referred members to his report online.  In particular, he referred to ECB ACO having introduced a new beginner’s umpiring course with SACO responsible for the further development of its umpires through CPD.

	6
	DW said ECB ACO had displayed significant shortcomings regarding its handling of umpires grading and promotion in 2023.  The pathway appears to have improved for 2024.

	7
	He reported that the Play Cricket Scorer app does not allow the recording of umpires and scorers for each match.

	8
	DW mentioned the SACO partnership with SCF to run courses for Young Officials had progressed well.  However, although it was good getting started, it had proved difficult to keep going into the third and fourth years.

	9
	DW said he had taken two scorers to Lord’s to score a game at the home of cricket.

	10
	DW reiterated the umpiring plans described in his report for the restructuring of league cricket in Surrey.

	11
	He also remarked on the lack of success at getting assistance and advice from the top of ECB with regard to a case involving a racism claim.  Simon Hards (SCF) informed the meeting that an anti-discrimination officer would be shortly starting work at the SCF.

	12
	Chris Lowe from the floor thanked DW for his efforts to support scoring in Surrey.

	
	Secretary

	13
	The secretary referred to his report detailing the membership levels being up against the same time last year, although down on the years before 2020.

	
	Treasurer

	14
	JB referred to his report and stated that SACO had incurred a deficit of £614 last year.  Our costs mainly involved running courses and our income came mostly from ECB rebates which were received a year later.  Overall the financial picture was very healthy.

	
	Education Officer

	15
	Co-opted officer SM referred to his report and mentioned planning for CPD training for 2024 was in hand, but had been delayed by the lateness of ECB provided material for the intended courses.

	
	Scorer Officer

	16
	Co-opted Scorer Officer, SE referred to his report and said there was a need to focus on communication and engagement in the scoring community.  He wanted to start either a WhatsApp group or a Facebook group for SACO scorers.

	17
	SE referred to further items mentioned in his report such as the removal of a DBS requirement for scorers and the ‘rule of 3’.  Simon Hards (SCF) informed the meeting that clubs had been informed of their safeguarding responsibilities.

	18
	SE mentioned that the new pathway for scorers would have six different sections.

	19
	SE said that Surrey had joined forces with Middlesex to provide scoring courses.

	
	  Appointments Officer

	20
	JF referred to his report online and told members that he had received many more requests for help with providing umpires.  100 for ECB competitions plus 550 others.  He was grateful for the assistance from Graeme Hall (230 Surrey Performance appointments) and Richard Wood (90 schools’ appointments).

	21
	JF had also sent out 21 circulars advertising appointments during the 2023 season.

	
	Development Officer

	22
	GHa referred to his report online and observed that there were over 70 on courses for umpires last year, but he ventured that there may well be a lot fewer in the coming year. 

	
	Female Officials report

	23
	SK referred to her report online and told members that there was a need to make contact with female umpires and that AD and Eleanor Lestrange were meeting tomorrow to discuss this.

	
	Safeguarding Officer

	24
	HD said there had been no issues, but she will monitor DBS/safeguarding for scorers throughout the 2024 season.

	
	Questions arising

	25
	Simon Hards (SCF) explained how things have changed regarding DBS and the update service.

	
	Election of Officers

	26
	On rotation a Treasurer and Development Officer were to be elected. Jeremy Beckwith and Graeme Hall were elected unanimously.

	27
	Seb Egan (Scorer Officer) and Stephen Maguire (Education Officer) were unanimously elected to fill the vacant posts from the 2023 AGM.  

	
	Close of meeting

	28
	The meeting closed at 9.14 pm.
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